
  

Sir Charles Markham's Abstract of Title to Chaddesden Hall and Chaddesden Park

If you live in an older house in Chaddesden, you may have a set of title deeds that is redundant 
once your ownership has been registered with the Land Registry.  These documents will include 
an Abstract of Title that records previous ownership of the land where your house stands.
As the Wilmot family of Chaddesden Hall owned most of the land in Chaddesden parish, the 
abstract is likely to start with the will of Sir Henry Wilmot dated 23rd May 1891.  What follows will 
be similar in all abstracts (although the wording may vary) up to the sale of the Chaddesden 
Estate on 22 March 1918.

After that date the abstract will record the sale of the land as the estate was broken up into smaller 
areas and re-sold, sometimes several times, before becoming a house building plot.  These 
abstracts are often hard to read as they are typewritten and contain obscure abbreviations like a 
verbose legal version of a text message.  This abstract, which was prepared when Sir Charles 
Markham began to sell parts of Chaddesden Park for house building is relatively easy to read as it 
was printed and contains few abbreviations.

Sir Charles Markham (1899-1952)

Charles Markham inherited his title and the family fortune from his father, Sir Arthur Basil 
Markham, at the age of 17.  Sir Arthur was the founder of the Markham Colliery Company and the 
MP for Mansfield for many years.  Arthur Markham's father and Sir Charles Markham's 
grandfather was also Charles Markham who was Assistant Locomotive Superintendent for the 
Midland Railway at Derby before going on to form the Staveley Coal and Iron Company in 
partnership with Richard Barrow.  Charles Markham senior married Rosa Paxton, a daughter of Sir 
Joseph Paxton, head gardener at Chatsworth House and designer of the Crystal Palace. Sir 
Charles Markham was therefore a great-grandson of Sir Joseph Paxton.

In 1921 Sir Charles Markham bought Longford Hall near Ashbourne.  His business interests, 
acquired while he lived at Longford, included breeding Friesian cattle, a dairy in Nottingham, the 
Tiger Bar in Derby, shops on Sadler Gate and, as the abstract relates, the purchase of 
Chaddesden Hall and Park in 1926.  It was under Markham's ownership that Chaddesden Hall 
was demolished and land fronting Nottingham Road and Chaddesden Lane at the edge of the 
park was sold for house building.  Gaps left between the houses, which are now entrances to the 
park show where the estate roads would have been, but this development was halted by the 1929 
Derby and District Town Planning Scheme which designated the remainder of the park, about 60 
acres, as open space.  In response, Sir Charles claimed compensation of £33,337 which was the 
estimated value of the park as building land.

Around that same time, Sir Charles became involved in a second set of legal proceedings when a 
bankruptcy notice was issued against him.  It took until 1934 for the compensation case to be 
settled when the arbitrator ordered Derby Corporation to pay compensation of £4,396.  The 
amount was reduced from the original claim because much of the park was subject to flooding 
from the Chaddesden Brook and unsuitable for house building.

Sir Charles Markham later emigrated to Kenya, then part of the British Empire, where he re-
married in 1942 and died in 1952.



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  

The remaining pages are missing.
The Chaddesden Historical Group would be pleased to hear from anyone
who has a copy of this same document and would be willing to lend it to us
so that we may scan the remaining pages.

Go to Home page – Chaddesden Historical Group

https://www.chaddesdenhistorygroup.co.uk/

