
THE CHADDESDEN HALL KITCHEN GARDEN

INTRODUCTION
The grand country-houses of years gone by always had sizeable and well-ordered kitchen gardens in
which to grow the substantial quantities of vegetables and fresh fruit required to feed their owners, 
guests and staff all year round.   Prior to the eighteenth century, such kitchen gardens were usually 
found in proximity to the big house and were integrated into its immediate surroundings.   However, 
the increasing popularity of landscape architects like Lancelot ‘Capability’ Brown (1716–1783), 
William Emes (1730–1803), and Humphry Repton (1752–1818), who advocated the creation of an 
apparently ‘natural’ and informal parkland completely surrounding the house with attractive vistas of 
rolling lawns, clumps of trees and watercourses, meant there was no place for the productive but 
obtrusive kitchen garden.   The solution adopted by most country-house owners was to relocate the 
kitchen garden and its workforce to a discrete distance away from their mansion.   

DESCRIPTION OF THE KITCHEN GARDEN
Chaddesden Hall was rebuilt c.1727–9 by Robert
Wilmot (1668–1729) and his son, also called Robert
(1692–1755).   It seems that about this time the
Hall's kitchen garden was established some 300
yards away from the main house, on the opposite
(west) side of Chaddesden Lane (Fig. 1).

The precise date of the garden's creation is
unknown, but it is clearly marked on the Chaddesden
Enclosure Map of 1792 (see below, Fig. 2) in
association with an oval feature a short distance to
the east measuring approximately 70 yds long (N–S)         Fig. 1: Kitchen garden location plan
and 25 yds wide (E–W), which appears to have been a pond designed to provide the garden with an 
abundant supply of water.  

Fig. 2: Enclosure Map, 1792, showing the kitchen garden

If other large country-house kitchen gardens are anything to go by, then the Wilmot family would have
surrounded theirs by very high brick walls (perhaps up to twelve feet tall) which absorbed the heat of 
the sun and ensured the garden temperature was a few degrees warmer than the surrounding land, 

thus generating a more favourable micro-climate for the plants as
well as extending their growing season.   High garden walls also 
provided protection from damaging wind and frosts, and deterred 
predators (both animal and human) from making off with the 
produce!   No doubt some or perhaps all of the vast number of 
bricks needed to enclose the kitchen garden might well have 
come from Chaddesden's two brickyards – one of which was on 
what is now known as Cemetery Hill, the other in the vicinity of 
Wood Road / Field Lane.   In appearance, the kitchen garden 
wall perhaps looked something rather like a much taller version of
this 6ft 6ins high wall dating from 1737, which can still be seen at 

  Fig. 3: 18th century boundary     the west end of St. Mary’s churchyard.
    wall near St. Mary's Church

The garden setting at Chaddesden Hall is best seen in the Ordnance Survey's First Edition 1:2,500 
map of 1883 pictured below (Fig. 4).   Across the road from the Wilmot family's imposing mansion lay 
a garden area of about five acres, its most important feature, an enclosed one-and-a-quarter acre 
kitchen garden, was located at its western end, well-shielded from passers-by on Chaddesden Lane 
by trees and shrubberies. 

The kitchen garden was almost rectangular in shape, measuring some 340ft east–west and 160ft 
north–south, with entrances in the middle of each side.   An oblong design like this with its longest 
axis east–west maximised the length of the south-facing and warmest walls.   For a similar reason 
the northern wall of a kitchen garden was often the highest, enabling it to retain heat for fruit trees 
and any glasshouses that would have been built up against it. 

For members of the Wilmot family and their guests, access to the kitchen garden was by means of a 
gently winding path leading off from Chaddesden Lane (where Tudor Road is nowadays) through the 
trees and shrubberies for about 200 yards or so to the east side of the kitchen garden, where it was 
possible to either walk round the perimeter walls or enter the kitchen garden to see the results of the 
gardeners' hard work.   The garden workforce, however, would have used the wider track from the 
yard at the back of the head gardener's cottage to the north-west corner of the kitchen garden.

Fig 4: Kitchen garden as shown on Ordnance Survey map of 1883.     Reproduced with the
permission of the National Library of Scotland (https://maps.nls.uk/index.html)

The 1883 map shows the kitchen garden in considerable detail, its paths running roughly north–south
and east–west and with the principal growing area divided into four quarters (marked Q1 – Q4), 
which could be used on a planned rotation to ensure the soil was not exhausted by growing too many
consecutive crops.   The main entrance to the kitchen garden was most likely through an ornamental 
gate of some description in its eastern wall, and leading away from it the east–west path was lined for
some of its length with an avenue of what were probably fruit trees.   It was important that the paths 
were wide enough both to permit the passage of the horses and carts used by gardening staff to 
transport bulky materials around the site, as well as giving the Wilmot family and their guests 
adequate room to stroll round the garden on a pleasant afternoon ... ladies in crinolines required 
plenty of room to walk along a path if their dresses were not to cause havoc with the gardeners' 
handiwork!   Naturally the workforce would be under instruction to keep the paths looking pristine, 
since a gentleman or lady would not want to muddy their fine footwear and clothes.   In-between the 
paths and the wall were additional borders, which according to a prevailing rule-of-thumb were 
expected to be as wide as the adjacent walls were tall.   By the 1880s, the map shows that the 
kitchen garden at Chaddesden Hall also possessed four glasshouses (described below) to create a 
warmer environment in which to grow delicate plants in our challenging climate! 

By taking measurements from the 1883 map an estimate can be made of the way space was utilised 
in the kitchen garden, i.e.:

Quarter 1 (Q1) 900 sq yds
Quarter 2 (Q2) 950   “    “
Quarter 3 (Q3) 970   “    “
Quarter 4 (Q4) 770   “    “
Four borders (N,S,E & W) 1250   “    “
Paths 1080       “    “
TOTAL AREA INSIDE WALLS 5920   “    “ or 1.22 acres

Outside the garden walls on the south and east sides additional ‘slip’ gardens provided more space 
for hardier plants and trees.
 
The 1883 map (Fig. 4) marks four glasshouses as follows (measurements only approximate): East 
end of Q1 (23ft x 56ft); east end of Q4 (17ft x 29ft); middle of north border (11ft x 48ft), and east end 
of north border (8ft x 39ft).   The two glasshouses in the north border must have been lean-to 
structures (the narrower one perhaps a vinery) built up against the north wall of the garden, thereby 
ensuring they benefited from the maximum warmth of the sun.

Two buildings were associated with the garden.   The largest, at the east end of the north border 
measured approximately 16ft x 27ft and was almost certainly the garden bothy, a multi-purpose 
building used as the head gardener's office, somewhere for the gardeners to dry their wet clothes in 
bad weather, and a storeroom for apples and pears, tools, seeds, etc.   The junior gardeners might 
also have used the bothy as temporary accommodation when they were called upon to keep the 
greenhouse boilers stoked up and operating at night time.   Although the bothy (if that is indeed what 
it was) is not shown on the 1792 Enclosure Map reproduced in Fig. 2, some other versions of the 
map do include it, so it is probably an original feature of the kitchen garden.

A few yards to the west of the bothy and built up against the outer face of the garden wall was a 
smaller, narrower, building or ‘back-shed’.   Measuring approx. 6ft x 27ft, it could well have been a 
combined boiler-house and potting-shed.

One final feature that can be seen on the 1883 map is a rectangular enclosure measuring some 28ft 
x 34ft, located at the west end of Quarter 1.   One possible interpretation of this is as a sunken 
forcing-pit, a type of hotbed.   Of brick construction, such pits contained a number of individual brick 
or timber frames with opening glass roof sashes for access and light.   The pit was filled with either 
horse manure or tanner's bark, which would ferment gradually, releasing heat to allow the gardeners 
to force the development of plants such as melons, cucumbers, asparagus and strawberries.

A noticeable absence on the 1883 map (Fig. 4) is any obvious water-supply, so quite how the 
Victorian gardeners obtained the hundreds of gallons of water they would have needed each day in 
the summer is something of a mystery.   None of the maps from this date onwards shows a pump or 
well in the kitchen garden itself, and it would have been an arduous task to use an ordinary domestic 
pump elsewhere and then cart the water to the gardens in a bowser.   A common feature at the 
intersection of the main paths of many other walled kitchen gardens (e.g. Fig. 5) was an ornamental 
pool, which could also double as a water-supply, however, such a thing is noticeably absent at 
Chaddesden, although a tiny square right in the north-east corner of Q4 (Fig. 4) might just represent 
a dipping-pond measuring about 4ft x 4ft.   As mentioned above, the 1792 Enclosure Map (Fig. 2) 
shows what I assume to have been a large pond to the east of the walled garden, very probably its 
original water supply.   This, however, is not shown on the 1883 map (Fig. 4), but a minuscule pond 
can just be discerned hereabouts on the later 1900 version.

HOW THE GARDEN WAS LAID OUT AND WHAT IT MIGHT HAVE GROWN
Numerous nineteenth- and early twentieth-century books provided detailed guidance as to the crops 
which could be grown in a kitchen garden, as well as advising the best way to arrange them.   A site 
with fertile soil, sloping gently to the south and a good water supply was deemed best, and when it 
came to determining the size of the garden, the widely held belief was that an acre of ground should 
be allowed for every twelve adults in the household.   At 1.22 acres in extent, that would suggest 
Chaddesden Hall's kitchen garden was originally designed to feed some fifteen people in all.

In a popular book, The Gardener's Assistant, by R. Thompson & W. Watson (Vol.4, London, 1910 
edn., pp.4–5), there are plans for both large and small country-house kitchen gardens, and although 
the latter is somewhat smaller than Chaddesden, it is the nearest to it in design and is reproduced 
below ... note how the fruit trees would be trained up against the garden walls.  

Fig. 5: Plan of a typical country-house kitchen garden

In their book, Thompson and Watson go into considerable detail as to potential crops and garden 
management and pay particular attention to the damage that winds could cause, even in a walled 
garden, e.g. (p.10): 

‘Walls afford good shelter when there is little wind, and that steady; but when there is 
much, it eddies round the inside of the walls, and produces far more injurious effects on 
the vegetation it meets on its course than it does on that which is entirely in the open 
ground, and not subjected to intermittent excitement.   It is therefore of great importance 
that the progress which vegetation makes in a garden should be as much protected as 
possible from sudden checks; and this protection mainly consists in moderating the impact
of cold winds.   Plantations should therefore be made, if possible, on the north-west, north,
and north-east sides; the winds from these quarters being coldest.   The shelter on the 
north and north-east of the garden should approach nearest to it, for these are the winds 
most to be dreaded.’

This reference to plantations is of relevance to Chaddesden, since a glance at the Enclosure Map of 
1792 (Fig. 2) shows an area of ground immediately to the west of the kitchen garden marked simply 
as ‘Plantation’.   The 1883 OS map (Fig. 4) clearly shows a further shelter-belt of trees encircling the 
garden, also to protect it from cold winds and dangerous frosts.

The crops that a well-run kitchen garden could produce were limited only by the head gardener's 
imagination, experience, and the resources available to him.   At Chaddesden they would have 
included some of the following:

VEGETABLES ... Artichokes, asparagus, beans, beetroot, broccoli, cabbage, carrots, cauliflowers, 
celery, cucumbers, kale, leeks, lettuces, marrows, melons, mushrooms, onions, peas, potatoes, 
radishes, seakale, tomatoes, turnips

FRUIT ... Apples, apricots, bananas, blackcurrants, cherries, damsons, figs, gooseberries, grapes, 
greengages, melons, nectarines, peaches, pears, pineapples, plums, rhubarb, strawberries.   Some 
of the more exotic fruits such as pineapples and bananas might be beyond the reach of the average 
estate, but no doubt individual head gardeners would sometimes rise to the challenge and attempt 
(with varying degrees of success) to grow them.

DECORATIVE FLOWERS and MEDICINAL PLANTS / HERBS ... Too many to list by name

THE GARDENERS AT CHADDESDEN HALL
The various Chaddesden census returns all include men whose occupation is listed as ‘Gardener’, 
but of course this does not necessarily mean they were working for the Wilmot family.   It was 
generally held that a kitchen garden required two or three gardeners to the acre, so at Chaddesden 
this would imply a staff of four men, who would have been kept busy digging the ground, sowing the 
seeds, weeding and hoeing, watering, picking, and finally preparing the produce ready to hand over 
to the cook at the Hall.   Of course, on the other (east) side of Chaddesden Lane, the Wilmots' 
gardeners would also have been responsible for maintaining the Hall grounds, flower borders, 
pleasure walks, mowing the lawns, looking after the conservatory plants and providing cut flowers for 
the house itself, etc., so I suspect that in total a permanent garden staff of, say, at least seven or eight
men would be needed.

Four individuals who spent many years working in the gardens at Chaddesden Hall and would have 
been well acquainted with the kitchen garden over different periods in time are commemorated on 
memorials in St. Mary's churchyard.   I think that three of these men would each have been the head 
gardener of his day, although this title may sometimes have been inferred, rather than actually used.

The first of these Hall gardeners is Charles Mordick (sometimes spelled Morduck / Murdoch / 
Murdock, etc), who was born in Scotland c.1763.   Evidently he came to Chaddesden whilst still a 
young man, for on 1 December 1789 he appeared at Derby before the surrogate for the Diocesan 
Vicar General.   Mordick, who is described in the proceedings as a gardener of Chaddesden, wanted 
to marry Mary Millington also of Chaddesden and was applying for a marriage licence.   To ensure 
there was no legal impediment to the union, Mordick had to enter into a bond or surety for £500, the 
co-signatory to which was William White, maltster of Chaddesden, and a member of a well-known 
local family.   Two days later Charles Mordick and Mary Millington were duly married in Chaddesden 
Church.

Charles Mordick clearly set out with the intention of bettering himself, for in the 1797 Land Tax 
records for Chaddesden he features as both a tenant of Sir Robert Wilmot and an owner-occupier in 
his own right, albeit in a small way.   It was during Charles Mordick's time as head gardener that John
Claudius Loudon published the first edition of his monumental work, An Encyclopaedia of Gardening 
(London, 1822), which gave brief details of just twelve Derbyshire gardens.   On page 1240, Loudon 
noted: ‘Chaddesdon, – near Derby; Sir R. M. Wilmot.  A neat villa, with a good kitchen-garden.’   
Unfortunately the author got his Wilmots a little muddled, for the Sir R. M. Wilmot he refers to can 
only be the second baronet, Sir Robert Mead Wilmot, who died in 1793 and was succeeded by his 
son, the third baronet, Sir Robert Wilmot.   Nonetheless, Loudon evidently thought the kitchen garden
maintained by Mordick and his staff was sufficiently well kept to be included in the book. 



Many years later, on 7 September 1844, Charles Mordick wrote his will in which he described himself 
as a yeoman, rather than a gardener, and it is of particular interest because his trustees were 
directed to sell all his cottages, lands, etc., in Chaddesden and elsewhere, but only after they had 
given Sir Henry Sacheverel Wilmot the first option to buy them.   Charles died on 9 January 1845 
aged 82 (or 83 in some accounts) and was buried in St. Mary's churchyard, where his gravestone 
(no. 87, Fig. 6) tells onlookers that he had been a gardener at the Hall for fifty years [Note 1].   

 

Fig. 6: Charles Mordick's gravestone, 1845 

His length of service was also noted in the Derby Mercury of 15 January 1845 in these words:

Fig. 7: Charles Mordick's obituary notice in the Derby Mercury,1845

Another of Charles Mordick's sons, also named Charles, followed his father into the service of the 
Wilmot family.   Sadly he was not destined for a long life and in fact died in 1838 (aged 42), some 

seven years before Charles senr.  
The Derby Mercury of 9 May 1838 
noted: ‘This morning, at 
Chaddesden, Mr. Charles Murdick, 
gardener to H. S. Wilmot, Esq., 
leaving a wife and a large family to 
lament their irreparable loss.’   His 
gravestone, also in our churchyard 
(no. 86, Fig. 8), records that he 
spent all his working life in 
Chaddesden Gardens.   His son 
Robert also praticised the same 
occupation, but worked for himself 
as a market gardener at 
Chaddesden Common.

Fig. 8: Inscription on Charles Mordick junr's gravestone, 1838

Charles Mordick senr's successor in the gardens at Chaddesden Hall seems to have been Thomas 
Sligh (1812–1876).   He was certainly here in 1841, for that year's census lists Thomas and Isabella 
Sligh (both aged 25) and their one-month-old daughter, Patricia Beatrice, who had been baptised at 
St. Mary's Church on 20 April, her father's occupation being noted in the baptism register as 
‘Gardener’.   That Thomas Sligh was certainly Sir Henry Sacheverel Wilmot's gardener is explicitly 
recorded at the time of his second daughter's baptism two years later, as well as being confirmed by 
the directories of Bagshaw (1846) and White (1857), where he is listed as ‘Gardener, Hall’. 

Interestingly, just like Charles Mordick, both Thomas
Sligh and his wife had been born in Scotland.   Further
miscellaneous references to Sligh feature from time to
time in the local newspapers, for example, the 
Derbyshire Advertiser of 3 June 1853 recorded that at
the recent Midland Horticultural Society's Fete, ‘Mr.
Sligh, gardener to Sir H. S. Wilmot, Bart., of
Chaddesden Hall, had a capital collection of
vegetables’.   Twenty years later, he was one of the
judges at West Hallam Horticultural Society's exhibition
(Derby Mercury, 20 August 1873).   A conscientious
head gardener would always strive to do well in local
events to demonstrate to his employer just what an
accomplished horticulturalist he was.  Of course, the
employer would be delighted if his gardener won more
prizes than the gardeners of adjacent landed estates.
In 1865 Thomas Sligh's eldest daughter, Patricia
Beatrice, married William Poyser of Mickleover and
within a couple of years they had moved to Chaddesden
... many years later one of their sons, Tom Poyser,
would be remembered for the work he did on behalf of
numerous Chaddesden organisations.   After more than
thirty years spent working in the Hall gardens, Thomas
Sligh died on 10 August 1876, aged 64, seemingly with             Fig. 9: Thomas Sligh's gravestone
no obituary notice in the local paper.   His headstone in St. Mary's churchyard (no. 144, Fig. 9), 
unlike those of his predecessors, makes no mention of his occupation.

John Evans, the man who was destined to be the 
last head gardener at Chaddesden Hall, is first 
shown in the 1881 Census for the village together 
with his wife Mary (both aged 36) and their seven 
children.   The children's places of birth most 
probably indicated where Evans had previously 
worked, i.e. Leckhampton, Gloucestershire (1867);
Cheltenham, Gloucestershire (1868–1874); 
Monmouth, Newport (1876), and Bath, Somerset 
(1879).   The Evans family expanded still further 
after they moved to Chaddesden and by 1888 
they had ten children ... life in the gardener's 
cottage (Fig. 10) with its seven rooms must have 
been somewhat cramped.

On 20 December 1892 John Evans placed this 
advertisement in the Derby Daily Telegraph: 
‘WANTED, a good THATCHER, for Buildings. – 
Apply to J. Evans, Chaddesden, near Derby.’   As 
we have already seen, just a few years previously 
in 1883 (Fig. 4) there were only two permanent 
buildings in the kitchen garden, so presumably 
Evans was seeking to recruit a thatcher to work 
throughout the whole of the Wilmot estate in 
Chaddesden.

Fig. 10: The Gardener's Cottage, Chaddesden Lane.

John Evans appears in Bulmer's Directory for 1895 as ‘head gardener, The Hall’; and on 25 June 
1900 this advertisement appeared in the Derby Daily Telegraph: ‘WANTED, a young MAN, for 
Kitchen Garden and General Garden Work. – Apply to J. EVANS, Chaddesden.’

For a few years around 1900, the village wheelwright here in Chaddesden was Arthur Evans, one of 
John Evans' sons.   When horses and carts were superseded by motorised vehicles, wheelwrights 
quickly had to change occupations to stay in touch with the times ... in Arthur's case he became a 
building joiner and moved to Derby.

A potentially serious accident occurred in
the gardens during the period of John
Evans' stewardship, resulting in a hasty
hospital visit for the victim, Francis
Cockayne, in October 1900 (Fig. 11).
Fortunately, it appears the hospital staff
managed to patch him up, for he was still
working as a gardener at the time of the
1911 Census.

                                                                        Fig. 11: Francis Cockayne's accident, October 1900

In September 1907, St. Mary's Church celebrated its annual Patronal Festival and on one particularly
memorable evening a social gathering for all those involved in the work of the church was held at 
Chaddesden Hall, ‘the grounds of which were beautifully illuminated with 500 fairy lamps, arranged 
by Mr. Evans, head gardener’ (Derbyshire Advertiser, 13 September 1907).   The following year, we 
read that at the Harvest Festival, ‘the church had been prettily decorated with plants, flowers, fruit, 
and vegetables by Mr. J. Evans, Head Gardener at Chaddesden Hall assisted by members of the 
congregation’ (Derby Daily Telegraph, 6 October 1908).

In the spring of 1913, a Derby group 
had a tour of Chaddesden Hall, 
courtesy of Miss Wilmot.   ‘Mr. Evans 
conducted the party round the gardens 
and in the greenhouses many blooms 
of great beauty were to be seen’ 
(Derbyshire Advertiser, 2 May 1913).   
Just three years later, the same 
newspaper carried this short notice of 
his death: ‘EVANS – June 11, at The 
Gardens, Chaddesden, John Evans, 
aged 71.’   As can be seen in this 
photograph, his gravestone (no. 195, 
Fig. 12) in the churchyard is now 
becoming difficult to read because of its
proximity to a tree:

                     Fig. 12: John Evans' gravestone 

Somewhat ironically, an indirect tribute to Mr.
Evans' years of hard work formed part of the
original advertisement for the sale of
Chaddesden Hall and 108 acres of parkland,
which appeared in the Derby Daily Telegraph 
just a few days prior to his death.   As can be
seen in Fig. 13, mention was made of the old
pleasure grounds, woodland walks and
productive kitchen garden ... all of which were 
looked after by Mr. Evans and his staff.

Mr. Evans' death not only marked the end of the
gardens at Chaddesden Hall in general and the
kitchen garden in particular, but also coincided
with a huge upheaval in the way large estates
were owned and run throughout the country as
a whole.   The First World War had serious
repercussions for anyone employing staff – the
days of an endless supply of cheap labour were
over, and many workers were now tempted into                    Fig. 13: Sale advert of 1916 
industrial jobs where they might earn far more than they ever could as a farm- or garden-labourer.   
Furthermore, changes to the tax regime resulted in some country-estate owners having to dispose of 
their inheritance in order to pay heavy Death Duties, which was precisely the case at Chaddesden.    

A CONNECTION WITH EDUCATION AND THE CHADDESDEN SCOUT GROUP
Also seemingly associated with the Hall Gardens was a group of buildings situated a few yards to the
north of the Gardener's Cottage.   Here the prominent ‘L’-shaped range included a two-storey 
structure which had an interesting history of its own.   When accessed from the west side, the ground
floor was simply a cart-shed and equipment store.   The upper floor, however, was reached via a set 
of stone steps (just visible on Fig. 4) on Chaddesden Lane a few yards to the south of Jasmine 
Cottage, and for many years in the nineteenth century it was used as the village school instead of the
original building in the churchyard.   This dual-purpose building was affectionately known by many 
villagers as the ‘Piggyback School’ for obvious reasons, but in its turn became obsolete when a new, 
larger school (now the Community Hall) was built on Chaddesden Lane in the 1870s.   However, the 
Piggyback School's role in educating young people had not entirely come to an end, for when the 
Chaddesden Scout Group was formed in 1912, Miss Wilmot allowed the scouts to meet in the 
building, which formed their HQ until Mr. Hurd acquired the site in 1919.

THE GARDEN IN THE POST-WILMOT ERA
Shortly after the death of Ralph Henry Sacheverel Wilmot, the 6th Baronet, in January 1918, the sale 
of the family's extensive Chaddesden estate was concluded.   The garden area on the west side of 
Chaddesden Lane, together with its old walled kitchen garden and some adjacent land were acquired
in 1919 by Jeremy Hurd, a Derby florist, who wanted to expand his own market-garden business.   
More glasshouses were installed on the site and for many years from the early 1920s onwards his 
business – Old Hall Gardens – supplied his own stall in Derby Market Hall, other local florists and the 
general public with produce.
         

Fig.14: Two adverts for Old Hall Gardens from 1930 and 1940

Several members of the Hurd family helped out with this new Chaddesden venture, but in the 
immediate aftermath of the First World War finding suitable accommodation close at hand was 
difficult, there were simply not many houses in Chaddesden at that time – a fact underscored by the 
1921 Census which showed the entire population of the village to be just 560 people, living in 128 
houses.   Furthermore, it was not easy getting a new house built because so many tradespeople had 
been killed or injured during the war.   As a temporary measure, a railway carriage was brought to the
site and converted into a rather novel home.

Fig. 15: Old Hall Gardens in 1942.   Reproduced with the permission of the National Library of
Scotland (https://maps.nls.uk/index.html) 

The site continued in use as a nursery garden for over thirty years, but all the while new housing 
developments were springing up around it – just compare the map of 1942 shown in Fig. 15 with the 
earlier one of 1883 (Fig. 4).   Jeremy Hurd died in 1953 and by then it was inevitable that the land 
would soon be developed for residential purposes.   Sure enough, it was not long before the houses 
of Tudor Road, Sherwood Avenue and Woodthorpe Avenue were under construction.   In a brief 
article about Chaddesden in the Derbyshire Miscellany of October 1958 ( Vol. 1, Part 10, pp. 161–2), 
Raymond Window commented: ‘What were formerly the kitchen gardens of the Hall are now in the 
hands of the speculative builder.’   A short while later, all vestiges of the kitchen garden originally 
established by the Wilmot family some 200 years previously had vanished, leaving no trace behind.  
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FOOTNOTE
Note 1.  The gravestone numbers quoted here and elsewhere are taken from my article St. Mary's 
Church, Chaddesden  – Graves Plan & List , which is also available on the Chaddesden Historical 
Group website.
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